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stomize!

real people, real consumption, real art. Let's dance!

Customised New York! Graffiti/Graffito has gradually come off the walls and is now walking the streets, coming
into your home and residing on your head — check! It's no longer surreptitious — decoration and brazen
embellishment is the order of the day. Major! Kenny Scharf has customized and sprinkled most everything in his
path (including the new toilets in The Palladium); make-up artist Thom Burns has turned his attention to the
customized bonce; and at the recent Danceteria fashion show at Heaven in London, graffitied garments and

backdrops reared up again.

In New York's incestuous art scene anybody
who picks up a paintbrush and does
something a wee bit different is often
greeted with unwarranted and OTT praise,
adding yet one more name to the already
jam-packed list of New York artists and
artisans.

Kenny Schart along with his peers Keith Hanng and Jean-Michel

neers however who started Pop Surrealism

ne for what 1s really happening today

s first show at Fioruccr and now hangs his works on
the walls of the Tony Shatrazi gallery where his works sell for the
pnce of a small yacht As well as customizing anything that

10s Ghe'to-Blasters)

happens 1o cross his path 1961 Cadillacs

Kenny cultivates his combination of 60

TV junk-mania and

paintings

1y ] tknow it people buy it Cause they like it or

WHAT INFLUENCES YOU? ARE THERE ANY OTHER ARTISTS YOU LIKE
ORADMIRE?

tverything around me ir fluences me. especially cartoons. | like
r ] f things. but when | start apainting
nQs just happen 11's not conscious, |justdont Fate juides me

I[; ] cious chance | like the work of
in-Mi quait. and Keith Haring. | also like

k i 3 artist Ann Magnunson, David Bowie

Pop ant, and old movies

WERE YOU SURPRISED TO BE INCLUDED IN THE WHITNEY BIENNIAL
EXHIBITION?

As 3 matter of tact, no | felt | should have been included in it two
vears aqo when they had Keith and Jean-Michel This year
though they only asked me so that's great

YOUR CUSTOMIZED CAR IS QUITE A SENSATION, _AS AREYOUR
CUSTOMIZED APPLIANCES WOULD YOU LIKE TO DO MORE THINGS

LIKE THAT?
rear Jve the customiz hings sometimes | drive around in
e Ince | drove through Times Sauare
ind stopped trathc tor several blocks 1'd like to design more
)pplignces and start designing toys | mmaking rugs and T shints
from my painungs now but [d like 0 go ","f"‘r“ have a long
range plan 1o do a traveling circus where | would drive a car
ICr0SS the country with 3 trailer attached and Stop in towns,

having mini art shows

WHERE DO YOU LIKE TO HANG OUT? ARE YOU A TYPICAL NEW YORK
CLUBGOER?

For awhile especially in 1983 New York was really bonng. It
wasn't fun and most of my tnends just stayed home LJ-IE‘V
things have gotten better and Area and Pyramid have started to
become great places to hang out again. Restaurants however
have taken the place of clubs Most of my spare time goes to my
wife and to my 15 manth old baby Zena Zena's already a born
jrtist and a great dancer and | consider her to be my biggest fan
I'm from California and | love to go out and eat Mexican food
Anything spicy |'m a spicy person and | ike spicy food. | Iike

excitement - penod

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE WAY PEOPLE PERCEIVE YOUR WORK?
WHO DO YOU WANT TO APPEAL TO?

| can't help (1 1f people don't like it | just want it to be fun and to
have fun with it | used 10 be very apocalyplic, you know, “let's
have all the fun we can. ‘cause the world s gonna blow up
tomorrow” But | don't think like that anymore You shouldn’t
ake yourself too senously. | want my work to appeal to a younger
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